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Alliance for Climate Protection Challenges  

Graduation Speakers to Address Climate Crisis 

College and high school valedictorians, salutatorians and student body presidents  

asked to talk about their generation’s biggest challenge – global climate change 

 

Menlo Park, CA - The Alliance for Climate Protection has issued a nationwide challenge aimed at engaging young 

people in the urgent need to solve the climate crisis. 

 

Called Commencement Challenge 2008, this effort encourages college and high school valedictorians, 

salutatorians, student body presidents and other speakers to confront solving climate change during their graduation 

remarks. 

 

“This generation of students leaving high school and college will bear the burden of a changed planet unless we act 

now,” said Alliance for Climate Protection CEO Cathy Zoi.  “We are at a critical juncture on the issue. Through 

their commencement speeches these student leaders have an opportunity to inspire and motivate their peers on the 

urgent yet solvable issue of climate change.  It is a chance to share a vision of the future and invite others to be a 

part of it.” 

 

According to a new study by the Pew Research Center, young Americans are more likely than any other age group 

to understand and acknowledge the link between human activity and climate change.  (The full study can be found 

at http://people-press.org/reports/display.php3?ReportID=417.) 

 

“Our leaders will only act when the American people demand real solutions to the climate crisis.  Because these 

students will have to live with the impacts of the decisions our leaders make today, their voices should be helping 

lead the conversation,” said Zoi. 

  

To help support commencement speakers, the Alliance has provided a resource center which includes important 

facts about the impacts of climate change we’re already seeing today and what they and their peers can do to help 

solve it. The resources can be found on the Alliance’s website at www.wecansolveit.org/commencement. 

 

Last month the Alliance launched the We Campaign, a multi-year, multi-faceted campaign designed to engage the 

American public and ignite a movement to address solving the climate crisis.  Following a successful launch, the 

We campaign has begun organizing tens of thousands grassroots activists across the country and has created 

critically-acclaimed advertisements, featuring Revs. Al Sharpton and Pat Robertson and House Speakers Nancy 
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Pelosi and Newt Gingrich.  The ads point to the need for people of all backgrounds and beliefs to band together to 

support bold solutions in order to stop the worst effects of climate change. 

 

More information on the We Campaign: 

Unprecedented in scale for a public policy issue, the Alliance’s “We” campaign draws from the best practices of 

successful commercial, social marketing and political campaigns.  The Alliance’s campaign combines advertising, 

online organizing via its new website at www.wecansolveit.org, and partnerships with a diverse and growing group 

of grassroots organizations, to educate the American public on the urgent need to solve the climate crisis and 

activate them to demand real solutions from elected officials.   

 

About the Alliance: 

The Alliance for Climate Protection is a 501(c)(3) organization founded in 2006 by former Vice President Al Gore, 

who currently serves as the chairman of the bipartisan board of directors.  Building on the momentum of the 

Academy Award winning film, "An Inconvenient Truth," the Alliance engages individuals, communities, 

corporations and governments across the world to take action to quickly reduce their own greenhouse pollution and 

to demand action from their political, business and community leaders to enact policies that will sharply reduce 

emissions.  
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